“LOOK”

Ladies and Gentleman, the Optimist Club of Perdido Bay is looking for YOU. We are inviting you to get involved, a little or a lot, with “Bringing out the Best in KIDs”. Come, bring a friend, bring a neighbor, BUT - Come help us HELP the Community.

PLEASE join us for a FREE breakfast at 7 a.m. Saturday, June 5, at the Lillian Community Club, or any Saturday that works for you and find out how easy it is to give to OUR Community, you will probably even find a new friend, I DID... 

This past year we volunteered more than 7,000 hours and gave KIDs more than $20,000 and in these tough times OUR KIDs NEED DOUBLE THAT.

What is the “Optimist Club of Perdido Bay?” I’ve heard it referred to as “Lillian’s Weekly Breakfast Club with great and interesting guest speakers“ and “That KIDS Club”. But here is my take on what and who we are:  A Christian-based club that tries to do anything and everything that we can to “HELP LOCAL KIDs” and the Community. 100% plus of your Time / Money / Contributions / Life Experiences – supports KIDs when you team up with the Optimist Club of Perdido Bay.

The programs listed below can always use another CARING VOLUNTEER.

Our Youth Appreciation Program Financially Supports or Sponsors: 

Baseball and Soccer Teams; Baldwin County Special Olympics; Alabama Sheriff’s Ranch; Baldwin Technical Center; Elberta Elementary, Elberta Middle l, Foley High, Robertsdale High and Foley Middle schools Special Needs KIDs programs; Lillian-Perdido Bay Library; Lillian Recreation Park lighting and athletic equipment funds; Optimist International Childhood Cancer and Hard of Hearing Programs; Retarded Adults Program; Mary’s Shelter; Elberta Middle School Incentive Program; Women Build Habitant for Humanity; St. Benedict’s School Autism Program; Elberta Elementary School–Medical Supplies; Junior National Young Leaders Conference in Washington D.C.

Right NOW our Volunteers:

· Seven Read to Elberta Elementary kindergarten and 1st grade classes.

· 13 Tutor Math to 2nd, 3rd, 4th and 5th grader students at the Elberta Elementary and Middle schools every Tuesday.

· A few more support / sponsor a JOOI Club (Jr. Optimist) at the elementary school.

· All 103 get involved in our annual Ecumenical Food Drive for the food pantry in Foley.

· Three join with local law enforcement in Say NO to Drugs, educating local students about “DRUG” danger.

· Five Coordinate eight local churches for an Ecumenical Thanksgiving Service, a community CHRISTIAN Thanks.

· 13 assist the Lillian Optimist Club with treating KIDs to an annual Lillian Christmas Parade with 60 parade entries.

· Nine chauffeur Santa to four schools to present Christmas Gifts to School Special Needs KIDs. This provides 60 “Special Needs KIDs” in seven classes, a one-on-one with Santa, gifts, photos and refreshments.

· 23 treat 130 KIDs eight and under and their families to breakfast at the Kids Christmas Breakfast Party with Santa. While singing CHRISTMAS Carols, KIDs eight and under are presented a gift by Santa with photo opportunities of KIDs with Santa.

· Nine prepare Family CHRISTMAS Baskets, giving 22 local families CHRISTMAS food baskets.

· Seven select Educator of the Year. An annual award certificate is presented to a deserving educator at a breakfast ceremony.

· Eight conduct Two Essay Contests selecting from 100 KIDs, 1st, 2nd and 3rd place winners from both the Elberta Elementary and Middle Schools.

· 11 Coordinate 50 health agencies at the Community Health Fair for a day of Community Health Education / Treatment.

· 27 participate in Law and Order Day, selecting from nearly 100 Baldwin County law enforcement personnel, annually recognizing 13 outstanding individuals and awarding the top individual “Officer of the Year” while honoring all law enforcement personnel and their families with a special “HONORS BREAKFAST”.

· 25 prepare lunch for 400 special needs KIDs and faculty at the Baldwin County Special Olympics.

· 11 treat 100 Elberta 3rd graders to a grilled Hot Dog Picnic after state testing finals.

· Four conduct an Oratorical Contest at the Elberta Middle School and award 1st, 2nd and 3rd place winners and assist 1st place winner on to Zone, District and National competitions.

· 23 prepare and present KIDs EASTER Party with Egg Hunt to 141 local KIDs 12 and under, handing out prizes, taking photos with the EASTER bunny and providing a hot dog lunch for KIDs and parents.

· 24 hold a Fishing Rodeo providing 75 KIDs with a family fun day of fishing, and serving hot-dogs and prizes.

· 38 paddle over to Pirate’s Cove for Wood Boat Show, setting up, and cooking fish dinners for two days as a fundraiser.

· Three set up and cook a Hot Dog lunch for 100 horseback riders at Taking Steps to Cure Cystic Fibrosis.
· A team of eight select College Scholarship Recipients, awarding four to six $1,000 scholarships annually.

· 12 help the Lillian Optimist Club with May Day – KIDs Fun Day, a KIDs and family day at a local Park, treating all who come to a Hot Dog Picnic and games.

· 38 return to Pirate’s Cove for Illuminating Autism for Brilliant Minds, again setting up and cooking fish dinners for two days as a fundraiser.

· We wrap things up each year with all hands-on- deck 100+ work the Mullet Festival, setting up and conducting a 5K race, cooking and serving breakfast and lunch, entertaining with the mullet fling and golf pitch contests, live music, holding a raffle, dozens of art & craft vendors and a silent auction, ALL as our major fund raiser – PLUS provide KIDs with free games and inflatable amusement events.

For information contact Bill Cornell, President, (251) 962-2855 or cornybil@gulftel.com.
